STRENGTHENING ICT IN TEACHING

Salcahl KKhatlier THMN

HERMMIAG In line with the government's
achome ICT#Eschools, NCERT plana to
sterl an onling courss in actlon research
in aducational lechnology from Aungusl
The programme ls meant for teachers and
teacher pincators.

{in what ancompasses aducational tech-
nologles (ET), Vasudha Kamat, joint direc-
tor, Central Institute of Educational
Technolegy (CIET), MCERT, sxplains:
*“Wdueational technology Is a very hroad
term which impliss those processas which
factlitata learning. This Includes plan-
ning, developing, using, evaluating, and
managing lechnologies for snhancing
quality of learning (and/or teaching),
Alan, It pncompazses Mnee-inface, distance
as well aa e-learning.”

BT inciudes all the modern medis,
methods and imaterinls which are ased at
all stages of sducntion whather used for
kinderzartan groip or for students aitting
in rempte places and learning through dis-
tanee eduention. The fact thai this Nald
nffera a variety of cerser options makes it
a prospective subject that can bring quall-
tative changes in the Meld of sducation.

Tlhin finld of aducational technology
npena a plathora of jobs ranging from edu-
eational  technologlsts,  Instroctional
dagigners, aeripl writers for educational
™ and radin programmes, producers,
directors, sditors, among various athers,
she informa. Some of them requlre o for-
mal degres or dipioma level iralning/adu-
patinn, while nthers can ba mastersd
through shert-duration workshops  or
Iearmnt while being on-the.joh

INSTNUCTIONAL DESIGH
trstruetlonal design, a relatively new
paraer within educational tachnologies,
focyses on the systematic process of plan-
ning any tenching-lmarning process and
deyelpping on affective aducational sys-
o, 11 also invelves miero-planning and
matertal development for actunl teaching-
learning activity CIET also plans to siart
orlie eourses i instroctionsl design
later thia year

Explains Kamal, "1l = lhe sclence of
deaigning instrucliosas for learnsrs, so

that it [acilitates tha whole process of
lsarning. Any Instruction needs design
but it is more affective whan the instroc-
tlon tnkes place in an e-lsarning environ-
ment. The instructional designer prepares
1D for online courses, interactive multima.
dia packages, learning objects as wall as
fior any other e-contant.”

In Indla, the department of educational
teghnology, SNDT Women's Unlveraity
(SHNOTL), Mumbal, offers & Mastar's
degres programma In.  instructional
deslgn, which Ia only for woman. SNDTU
alao offers n foureredit course In ID
through the online mode. Symbiosis
Centre for Distance Learnlng, Pune also
olTers a diploma in [T.

"With the change In the way sducation
Is delivered and with the emergence of the
concepl of s-learning lhere s & greater
nesd for Instructional designers both in
the corpornte sscior and educational Instl-
tutions, It Is ona of ths fmstest growing
[alds. There are many countriss which ars
otttsourcing the instructional design wark
to India henee there (s a great demand for
instructionnal designers in the near future,
Every elearning company In India needs
Instructional designera to develop content
for various target groups. Almost all the
sducational Institutes need Instructional
designers,” informs Kamal. As such, an [D
at the sntry level can sarm anything
batwesn Rs 10,000-Rs 25,000, based on the
skill and prior sxposure.

Thera I8 a greal demand for Instruction-
al designers In the corporate sector as well
as in the government sector sapecially In
organisations dealing in education. She
adds: "Instructional deslgners can work as
imatructional eo-ordinators, currleulum
specialists or personnel development spe:
cinllste. A courss in ID introduces prospec-
tive designers o the basies of human
learning, principlas of Instructional
design, creation of instructional material,
how 1D needs to be integrated Into content
creation, story board writing, authoring
tools and nther toals™

B0LE OF NCERT
CIET I5 taking the lead In developlng e
conten! In the form of Learning Object

(LD=). Tt is developing Interactive multl

media LOs for claszes IX to XiI in sclence,
maths and geography. CIET s also guiding
State  Institutes  of Educational
Technology (SIETs) to develop LDs. For
this, CIET is tralning teachers as nstrue-
tional designers face-io-Tnos.

SCRIPT WRITING

Seripting s & major aspect of any audio
or video production process. Though
thers ars thousands of institutes offering

pourses {n mass communication and

medin, thers are very few which offer any
specialised courss in adunational media.

Thia yenar (2010-11), CIRT hos planned to
train 1,200 seript-writers (600 sach [or
aundlo and video) through EduSat video
conferancing mode. Tanchers interested In
participating In this six-day training pro-
gramme may viall webalis for more Infor
mathon o ciel nic. in/ tworkshops. php.
The soript-writers are In great demand not
only for educational programming but
alsn {n sntertalnment



